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SUBJECT: INDOCHINESE REFUGEES - BOAT CASE- SINGAPORE TRAWLER 

1. SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES OE NOVEMBER 18 CARRIED ARTICLE 
HEADLINED "TRAWLER SAVES 13 DRIFTING VIET REFUGEES." ARTICLE 
REPORTS A SINGAPORE TRAWLER PICKED UP 13 VIETNAMESE REFUGEES 
FLOATING ON EMPTY OIL DRUMS OUTSIDE PORT WATERS AND BROUGHT 
THEM TO SINGAPORE ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 16. THE REEUGEES, 

ALL MEN, WERE BELIEVED TO HAVE CLUNG TO THEIR OIL DRUMS AETER 
THEIR VESSEL SANK. 

2. EMBOEF IN TELCON WITH UNHCR OEFICE REP FOUINAT AT KUALA LUMPUR 
WAS INFORMED THAT THE TRAWLER WAS BERTHED AT THE KANGAR FISHING 
VILLAGE, AND THAT GOS HAS REFUSED TO ALLOW THEM TO DISEMBARK. 

THE MASTER OF THE TRAWLER COMPLAINED TO REP. FOUINAT THAT HE 
WAS BEING DEPRIVED OF HIS LIVELIHOOD. THE MASTER WAS INFORMED 
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THAT UNHCR COULD PROVIDE FOR THE REFUGEES'S MAINTENANCE, 
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BUT HAD NO FUNDS TO COMPENSATE HIM EOR HIS LOSSES. THE MASTER 
RESPONDED THAT IE HE WAS NOT ALLOWED TO LAND THE REFUGEES, 

HE WOULD HAVE NO ALTERNATIVE BUT TO UNLOAD THEM AT SEA. E.G., 

DUMPING THEM OVER THE SIDE. 

3. SINGAPORE UNHCR ASSISTANT KWOK HAS SUPPLIED NAMES AND BIRTH 
DATES OE THE THIRTEEN MEN. EMBASSY NOTES THAT ALL 13, AGES 
12 TO 24, ARE STUDENTS WITH NO RELATIVES OR TIES TO U.S. 
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